Research Advisory Group Meeting, 2010
RAIN FOREST RESEARCH INSTITUTE

Jorhat, Assam
(06.12. 2010 - 07.12.2010)

The “12™ Research Advisory Group (RAG) Meeting” was held on 6™ &7™ December,
2010 at the Conference Hall of Rain Forest Research Institute, Jorhat. This meeting was
inaugurated by the Chairman, Shri B.S. Sajwan, IFS, Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests, Arunachal Pradesh by the lighting of lamp with other dignitaries. Shri N.K.
Vasu, IFS, Director, RFRI welcomed all the esteemed members, guests and scientists
and stated that the projects presented for the approval before RAG are mainly formulated
on the basis of thrust area and themes allotted by ICFRE and he also addressed the
problems pointed out at the Stakeholders meetings of this year arranged by the Institute in
different states of North East region of India. The Director also described about the
infrastructural facilities of RFRI and highlighted the current research and extension
activities of the Institute along with its achievements and future plans. Ms. Imtienla Ao,
Group Co-ordinator (Research), RFRI explained about the scoring procedures to RAG

members for the new projects.

Shri Ashish Rawat, ADG (RP), ICFRE, Dehradun, welcomed all the RAG
members on behalf of the DG, ICFRE. He emphasized the role of RAG and stressed on
the practical applicability and extension of technology to make research more meaningful
to the stakeholders. He further stated that RAG plays a significant role in adding a value
to the project proposals, giving proper direction to the Institute and balancing the region

with the national requirement.

The Chairman of RAG, Shri B.S. Sajwan, IFS, PCCF, Arunachal Pradesh
while addressing the august gathering, emphasized the importance of the region as one of
the global biodiversity ‘hotspots’, with rich endemism and the biodiversity challenges
faced by the region. He emphasized the role of RFRI as the premier institution of forestry
research located in North East India to address these issues. He appreciated the fact that
the ICFRE has started organizing stakeholders meet in the different states of NE and that

the new projects are being selected on the basis of stakeholders needs through an



elaborate screening and review process. He emphasized the need to focus on research
outcomes to be effectively delivered to the field/ local people and advised the scientists to
take their findings up to the last mile. Finally, he stressed the need for collaborative
research and synergies between various research institutes to strengthen the scientific

advancement.

After the inaugural session, the presentation session of New Project Proposals
was instigated and this session was chaired by Shri B.S. Sajwan IFS&PCCF Arunachal

Pradesh. During this session, eleven new, two rolling plan project proposals and sixteen

ongoing projects (which required modifications) were presented by the respective

Principal Investigators before the RAG for approval.
The second day proceedings were started at 10.00 AM (07/12/2010) and the

achievements of thirty seven (34 main and 3 sub projects) ongoing ICFRE funded

projects were observed in this session in which seventeen ongoing ICFRE projects which

need modification/ re-appropriation of the budgets were discussed in detail for approval.
In concluding session, Dr. Pradip Choudhury, Director, SFRI, Arunachal
Pradesh had informed RFRI scientists about the Bulletin of Arunachal Pradesh Forestry
Research and invited research papers for publication in this Bulletin. Sri D.P. Bankhwal,
CF (Research & Education), Assam State Forest Department appreciated the
achievements made by the RFRI in this region. He sought help from the scientific
community to help the Assam State Forest Department to carry out the research activities.
The Director, RFRI, in his concluding remarks informed the Forest Officials from various
States in North East to come forward and send concept notes on various research
problems. The Chairman appreciated all the new and ongoing projects. ADG (RP),
ICFRE expressed his appreciation on the research activities carried out by RFRI. The
session ended with a vote of thanks from Ms. Imtienla Ao, Group Co-ordinator

(Research), RFRI, Jorhat, Assam.



A Glance of 12" RAG Meeting 2010, at RFRI Jorhat
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Photos from top to bottom:

Sh. BS Sajwan, PCCF, Arunachal Pradesh (Chairman), inaugurating the
12" RAG Meeting at RFRI Jorhat.

Sh. BS Sajwan, PCCF Arunachal Pradesh chairing the session.

A view of 12" RAG Meeting 2010

All 12" RAG members with Scientific staff of RFRI Jorhat.



Press reports in different Newspapers of 12th RAG Meeting 2010, at RFRI Jorhat, Assam
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