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BACKGROUND
Bamboois an enduringandversatilenaturalresourcewith
great species diversity and amenability to a range of
environments. Havinggrowth three timesfasterthan most
eucalyptus species; bamboos are foremost in biomass
production,with up to 40 tonnesper hectareper year in
terms of culmsonly in the managedstands. An estimated
one-quarter of the biomassin tropical regionsand one-
fifth in subtropical regions comes from bamboos. Its
qualitiesof strength, light weight and flexibility makeit a
viablealternativeto tropicaltimber for avarietyof uses. In
sum, ōŀƳōƻƻΩǎexcellent growth, environmental,
mechanicaland engineeringproperties make it a fine
alternative to tropical timber. A couple of decadesago
bamboo was used mainly as material to make poles,
baskets, furniture, fences and handicraft items. Today,
bamboohasthousandsof usesincludingairplane"skins",
desalinationfilters, dieselfuel, edibleshootsandmedicine.
It can also be made into fibre for clothing and used to
reinforce concrete. Bamboospotential for different value
addedproductsand applicationmakethem an extremely
important material for dispersedemploymentgeneration
andeconomicactivities.
The annual bamboo production in India is estimated at
3.23 m tons. India has 30 % of the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎbamboo
resourceswith largestgrowingareaof 11.36 m ha,but the
country tap only one-tenth of its bamboo potential and
contributes only 4 % share of the global market mainly
becauseof low productivity of around 2 tons/ha/annum.
Thisyield isvery low (onefourth to one fifth) comparedto
countries such as Japan, China, Taiwan and Malaysia.
LƴŘƛŀΩǎcurrent demandfor bamboois an estimated27 m
tons. However,only 50 % of that demand can be met
because of lack of facilities for value addition and
transportation. Therefore there is already a substantial
shortfall in the supplyof bamboosin India. Thus,there is
immenserequirement and scopefor enhancingbamboo
productivity andvalueaddition of processesand products
for optimalutilizationof this valuableresource.
HenceάbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭSeminaron ProductivityEnhancement
and ValueAddition of .ŀƳōƻƻǎέis beingorganizedon
9-10 March 2010at Ranchifor deliberations,exchange
of ideas and formulation of suitable strategies for
enhancingbambooproductivityandvalueaddition.

THEMES 
I. Management of bamboos in natural forests and

plantationsfor optimal productivity
II. Approaches and techniques for conservation,

improvementandmassmultiplication
III. Development of value-added processes &

products; utilization andmarket linkages
IV. Socio-economics of bamboo trade and

entrepreneurshipdevelopment

CALL FOR PAPERS
Papers are invited on themes identified for the
Seminar. Abstractsnot exceeding300words including
a concisetitle, namesand affiliations of authors and
4-5 key words; neatly types on A4 size paper (MS
Word, 1.5 spacing and Times New Roman font
throughout) must reach to Organizing Secretary,
(sanjaysingh@lycos.com; sanjaysingh@icfre.org) or
Director, IFP (dir_ifp@icfre.org;
ifpranchi@hotmail.com)preferably through e-mail on
or before25th February 2010.

ABOUTTHEINSTITUTE
Institute of Forest Productivity is a premier research
organizationof easternIndiain the areaof forestryunder
the aegis of Indian Council of Forestry Researchand
Education, Dehradun (Ministry of Environment and
Forests,GOI). The territorial jurisdiction of the institute
encompasses states of Jharkhand,Bihar, West Bengal
andOrissawith more than 20%of the total geographical
area, six agro-ecologicalzones and eight main forest
types. IFP is situated in picturesque surroundingsat
Lalgutwaon Ranchi-Gumla National Highway (NH-23)
about 8 km from Ranchirailwaystation and 12 km from
BirsaMundaAirport.

ABOUTRANCHI
Ranchiis the capital city of Indian state Jharkhand
which is endowed with ample forest and mineral
resources. Ranchi is a prominent political,
commercial, industrial, and educational hub of
easternIndia.
Ranchiis located about 1170 km from new Delhi
and 445km from Kolkata. Thecity is well connected
to all major cities of India by road, rail and air
routes. Theweatherof Ranchiis expectedto remain
pleasant during the Seminar with day and night
temperaturesrangingfrom 30х/to 17х/.

BOARDINGANDLODGING
The participants will normally be housed in the well
furnished RestHouse of the Institute campusas per
the availabilityof the accommodation. Thosewho wish
to stay in hotelsmayeither book their accommodation
directly or seekthe help of the organizers. A variety of
hotel accommodationsare availablein Ranchiat tariff
from Rs.400to Rs. 4000.


