Background

Soil is the most precious natural resources as it takes almost 1000 years to produce an inch of soil. It sustains all life forms on the Earth. Soil is the uppermost weathered layer of the earth crust. It is the zone of aeration and intense root and microbiological activity. It contains soluble ingredients and organic matter. Land degradation is caused mainly due to surface processes e.g. wind erosion, water erosion, soil compaction, salinisation, and soil water-logging. These can ultimately lead to "desertification". As the increasing world population places more demands on land for food production etc., many marginal arid and semiarid lands are at risk of degradation. 
Out of 329 million hectares of the geographical area of the country nearly 20.16% is supposed to be affected adversely by the land degradation. According Wasteland Atlas of India for the year 2000, the scenario of  degraded areas  in India is as follows: Gullied and ravines (3.22%),Up lands with or without Scrubs (30.40 %), waterlogged and marshy lands (2.58 %), lands affected by salinity and alkalinity–coastal /inland (3.22%), area under shifting cultivation (5.50%), underutilized degraded notified forest lands (22.02 %), Degraded pastures (4.07 %), Degraded lands under plantation crops (0.90 %),sands inland / coastal (7.84%), mining wastelands (0.20 %), Barren rocky areas (0.12 %) and steep slopy areas (1.20 %)  and snow covered glacier area (8.73 %). The National Forestry Action Programme (MoEF, 1999) gives the area of degraded forests as 31 million ha under the following three categories: areas with natural root stock (15.5 million ha); areas with depleted natural root stock (9.5 million ha); totally degraded and treeless (6.0 million ha).
Even in normal agricultural soils introduction of high yielding varieties has led to consumption of high amount of soil nutrients and water. Lifting of groundwater for irrigation lowers water level and use of chemical fertilizers unbalances soil nutrients as only nitrogenous, phosphatic and potassic fertilizers are in common use where as a number of soil nutrients are absorbed by the plants from the soil.  So it will be difficult to sustain soil productivity for future crop production.  Use of Organic manures, green manures vermicompost along with agro forestry has become an essential component for soil health.

Wasteland is the land which is lying unutilized due to different constraints. It comprises culturable wastelands and non culturable ones. The first one has the potential for development of vegetative cover  but not being used due to constraints like erosion, water logging and salinity etc. the second one  cannot be  grown vegetative cover like barren rocky areas or snow covered area. The problem soils can be classified as following on the basis of causative agents. Water causes sheet, rill, gully erosion, Ravines, saline soil, alkaline soil, waterlogged soils and Kankar  pans. Wind causes deserts and sand dunes. Man makes shifting cultivation, mine soils and industrial wastelands.
Rehabilitation measures of degraded soils include cultural practices and mechanical measures like bunding, terracing, gully plugging, check dams, grassed waterways .Cultural practices include planting of erosion resistant crops, adopting suitable cropping system and management and use of mulches. Runoff and soil loss can be reduced considerably by raising closely spaced crops intercropping with leguminous and spreading crops and using mulch.

Despite of the fact that under various programmes run by the government agencies, rehabilitation efforts have been made but the problem of the degraded soils is enormous and has to be given a serious thought and vigorous emphasis.
Keeping these facts in view, Centre for Social Forestry and Eco-Rehabilitation, Allahabad is going to organize a two  Day workshop on 06.10.2009 and 07.10.2009 on the topic “ Rehabilitation of  Degraded lands” with an objective of emphasizing the focus of developmental efforts on the proper use of the land resources. The workshop will provide a platform for deliberations, exchange of ideas and formulation of strategies for land reclamation.
Themes:

1. Land use, its impact on land degradation and need of suitable Land Use Policy.

2. The Effect of land Degradation on         biodiversity and microclimate.

3.  Rehabilitation  of Degraded areas through Natural  Eco-Restoration 

4. Rehabilitation strategies through plantation and other technical inputs for different degraded lands.
5. Involvement of local communities, NGOs and other Industrial organizations in land reclamation.
 About The Centre: Centre for Social Forestry & Eco-Rehabilitation, Allahabad was established in 1992 as an advanced centre under the umbrella of ICFRE, Dehradun.  Presently, it is a centre under Forest Research Institute, Dehradun.  The centre aims to nurture and cultivate professional excellence in the field of social forestry and eco-rehabilitation in Uttar Pradesh. 
Call for Papers:
Papers are invited on the theme of the workshop.  Abstract along with Full length papers neatly typed on A4 size paper (MS word), times new roman, font size 12 and 1.5 space along with electronic version should reach the organizing secretary through e mail on or before 15th August, 2009.

Location and Climate of Allahabad: Allahabad is situated at the confluence of river Ganges, Yamuna and mythical Sarasvati in the state of U.P. It is 640 Km from New Delhi and 200 Km from Lucknow and Kanpur both. It is well connected by road, rail and air routes.  There is daily air flight from New Delhi. Weather during the workshop will be pleasant and warm.

Boarding and Lodging: The participants will be housed in the rest house of GB Pant Institute of Social Science and hotels in the city. 

Registration:
Duly completed registration form shall reach the organizing secretary on or before 15th August 2009. No registration fee will be required.

Registration Form:
Name :-------------------------------------------

Designation :-----------------------------------

Institution :-------------------------------------

Address:

City:----------------Postal code ---

Tel---------------------- Fax----------------

E-mail:-------------------------------------------

Title of the paper :-----------------------------

Theme:-------------------------------------------Accommodation required : Yes /No

Date:------------ Signature :----------------
Send to: Organizing Secretary, CSFER, 3/1, Lajpat Rai Road, New Katra, Allahabad -211002.
e-mail:csferald@yahoo.com
National Advisory Committee members are following:
Sri Jagdish Kiswan, IFS, DG, ICFRE, Dehradun 
Dr D.N.Tewari Ex DG ICFRE, Vice Chairman,Planning Commission Chattisgarh  
Sri D N S Suman PCCF UP 
Prof  J.S.Singh,  Emeritus Scientist,Member Advisory Board,MOEF ,Govt Of India 
Dr. S. S. Negi IFS Director FRI Dehradun
Dr. Ashwini Kumar IFS CCF
Dr. A.K. Mandal ,Director, TFRI , Jabalpur ,MP
Dr. K.P Singh, Director BSI Allahabad 
Dr. G S Rawat  DDG (Res),ICFRE ,Dehradun
Dr. M.S Garbyal  DDG (Admin), ICFRE ,Dehradun
Dr. Ravindra Kumar DDG (Extension), ICFRE 
Dr. Sanjay Kumar Director, NAEB, MOEF New Delhi 
Dr P.S. Pathak, Ex Director IGFRI Jhansi UP,Dehradun
Dr P. Soni, Head, Ecology Division, FRI Dehradun 
Dr Asha Juwaraker, Scientist and Head, NEERI, Nagpur  

Dr. S.B. Singh Head, Soil Division, FRI Dehradun 
Organizing Chairman: A.K. Pandey IFS Head CSFER, Allahabad 
Organizing Secretary: Kumud  Dubey, Scientist C, CSFER, Allahabad 
Sponsors:
Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education, Deharadun

SERC, Department of Science and Technology, New Delhi 
Contact Person:
A.K. Pandey IFS Head CSFER, Allahabad
Phone: 0532-2440795
Kumud Dubey, Scientist C
Phone: 0532-2440796
B.K.Pandey , Scientist C,
0532-2440796 
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